
County of Northern Lights 
March 2026 Ward Two Report 

March 4, 2026 North Peace Housing Foundation Meeting 4:00 pm - 6:45 pm 

In addition to the regular monthly synopsis that is shared monthly in our agenda packages, 
some highlights included: review of HR and Corporate policies, consideration of a Type B 
Continueing Care proposal for Harvest Lodge in Fairview, Harvest Lodge engineering 
report, Affordable Housing Budget Presentation, and a revised motion to correct the actual 
amount of the requisition repayment back to the County of Northern Lights. The next 
meeting will be on March 25th for the foundation's audit presentation. 

March 9, 2026 Grimshaw Regional Healthcare Attraction and Retention 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

The meeting focused on the RhPAP strategic planning session held last month. Three 
subcommittees were struck to address each of the three priority areas of focus that were: 1) 
Access to Funds, 2) Rural Recruitment and Training Strategies, and 3) Marketing, 
Communication and Education Opportunities. I will be championing the Marketing, 
Communication and Education Opportunities with the help of Gerhard and another 
committee member. The subcommittees were tasked with developing a plan and bringing 
back a one-page report or proposal to the next meeting in June. The committee also shared 
feedback from a meeting held with the Town of Wembley regarding the success and lessons 
learned from their Nurse Practitioner clinic. The committee also approved submitting an 
application for the RhPAP High School Skills rodeo event, as it's been 4 years since we last 
held one, and it's a great way to get kids interested in healthcare at a young age. The next 
meeting will be on June 8th. 

March 10, 2026 Council Meeting in Chambers 9:00 am - 1:15 pm 

Items were discussed as per the agenda and can be viewed on the county's YouTube 
channel at: http://www.youtube.com/@countyofn1. 

March 11, 2026 PRAMP Meeting (Communication Sub Committee) 1:00 pm- 2:30 pm 

The subcommittee met via Zoom to discuss planning for the 10th anniversary of PRAMP. We 
were given a virtual tour of the proposed website redesign and the new sitemap. We also 
discussed and approved the purchases of swag for the upcoming year to commemorate the 
10th anniversary. PRAMP was fortunate to have access to government grant dollars and had 
been saving for some time in preparation for the celebration year. We will meet again once 
plans and revisions are finalized, and we will be tasked with scheduling interviews, video 
recordings, and research into where we would like to see PRAMP engage the public in the 
membership boundary areas. 

March 16-18, 2026 Spring RMA Convention in Edmonton 

March 16th - Travelled to Edmonton. Took part in the pre-convention workshop called "Sparking 
Solutions: An Exploration of Industry Wildfire Mitigation Strategies." It was a very brief overview of 
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COUNCILLOR WARD REPORT 
WARD # 3 March 2026 

DATE MEETINGS/CONFERENCES 

March 3 Friends of PRAIC, Peace River 9:00 am -10:30 am 

Organizational meeting of Friends: President-Wendy Goulet; VP-Georgina Supernault; Treasurer-Inga Lanctot; 

Directors at large-myself and one other. Reviewed by-laws, banking, and membership application. The first AGM 

is June 16th where the board will be formally elected. 

March 6 PREDA, Virtual 10:00 am -2:00 pm 

I filled in for Reeve Ungarian as alternate on the committee. The theme was Housing. PREDA's executive director 

Dan Dibbelt presented the findings of their study on housing in the region. Feedback from municipal members and 

external stakeholders, including builders and housing foundations, was compiled and presented to the members. 

March 10 

March 11 

Council meeting, Manning 

As per agenda 

9:00 am -1 :00 pm 

Airport Committee, Grimshaw 4:00 pm -5:20 pm 

Bob Willing was elected Chair and Norm Duval Vice Chair. Meeting went in-camera. 

March 16-18 RMA Spring Convention 9:00 am -6:00 pm 

After checking in, councillor Dechant and I went over to the convention, registered and attended the second 

workshop of the day-Who's driving the grader. This session was all about governance and role clarity for 

councillors. Tuesday started off with and informative presentation by founder of Abacus Data, David Coletto. 

P remier Smith announced Fairview College will be staying open under new partnerships, mainly Northern Lakes 

College. She spoke about oil & gas taxes and took questions from the floor. The many municipal concerns were 

brought up: problems with the Ambulance RFP being tendered this spring, promised pipelines for Alberta, the 

police funding model being much too high for small municipalities, and the provincial legislation on nuclear 

energy. Following that I attended 'Closing the Gap' session on the infrastructure deficit in rural municipalities. The 

afternoon session I attended was the 'Building Community Connections', an interesting format with four different 

community support organizations: FCSS, Rh PAP, Rural Development Network and ASCHA. Each explained how 

they support communities and answered questions. Later in the evening Deputy Reeve Shug and I had an 

opportunity to chat with Minister Todd Loewen and Minister Grant Hunter. During the resolution session, 13 

resolutions submitted, all but one passed. 

March 23 

March 23 

March 24 

March 24 

Ordinance Committee, Manning 9:00 am -4:00 pm 

Council met with administration to review and update 23 policies. 

MPTA Executive Meeting, Virtual 6:00 pm - 7:15 pm 

Members met to plan meeting and agenda items for the Board meeting on the 30th• 

Council meeting, Manning 

As per agenda 

Town of Manning Joint Council Meeting 

9:00 am -12:00 pm 

4:00 pm -6:30 pm 
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COUNTY 

OF 

COUNCILLOR WARD REPORT 

WARD #4, FEBRUARY, 2026 

DATE CONFERENCE, WORKSHOP, COMMITTEE, BOARD MEETING, EVENT NAME TIME 

March 1 O Regular council Meeting 

March 17-18 RMA Convention: There was the usual concerns over bridge, 

infrastructure funding from the province not being adequate. The issue of rural 

health care and ambulance service was also raised. The province is putting 

out RFP for ambulance services which some see as potential for centralization 

and further degradation of the service. Some counties have taken an active 

role in delivering this service and see the request for proposal as a possible 

threat to that service. 

Finance Minister Horner was not shy about constantly reminding everyone 

that the province is broke and we should temper our expectations on funding 

requests. The premier, when asked about help for the SM Rf nuclear industry, 

talked about regulations and suggested there is a role for companies like 

EPCOR to help with electricity pricing contracts. She also stated that the 

province would not be directly investing in any projects. 

Maybe the government recognizes that investing billions in nuclear may not be 

politically saleable while telling us we're too broke to fix our bridges etc. 

Especially so when some of the main recipients of government funding would 

be companies linked to the federal liberal party. (Brookfield, SNC Lavalin.) 

Energy Alberta would like the province to "backstop" the project. This would 

shift the extremely significant financial risk directly to the public which the 

premier seems to be aware is not a great position to be in. Especially so 

considering how recent nuclear projects have fared financially. Fiscal 

quagmires. 





COUNCILLOR WARD REPORT 

MEETINGS AND EVENTS ATTENDED 

DATE 

WARD#S MARCH2026 

TIME 

Mar. 9, 2026 Audit review for Manning & Area Food Bank Society 1:00 pm-2:30 pm 
Reviewed with Helen Erickson and Arlene Henitiuk all income and expenses of the Manning 
& Area Food Bank Society accounting records to insure that all entries were valid. 

Mar. 10, 2026 Attended Regular Council Meeting as per agenda 9:00 pm-I :15 pm 

Mar. 11, 2026 Attended Manning & Area Food Bank Society AGM 4:30 pm-5:30 pm 
Election were held: Georgina Supernault -Chairperson, Sheryl Tremblay, Vice Chairperson, 
Helen Erickson Treasurer, Brittany Gambler, Secretary. Jamie Gordey & Liam Siry joined 
the board. 

Mar. 11, 2026 Attended Manning & Area Food Bank Society Regular Meeting 5:30 pm-6: 17 pm 
Reviewed Standard of Excellence/National Standards and financial statements. Will be 
called to work at Great National Casino sometime in fall 2026, Fundraising was discussed. 
Board members to think of some ideas and bring back to next meeting as there are fewer 
grants to apply for. 

Mar. 16, 2026-Spring 2026 RMA Conference 
Attended the "Who's Driving the Grader" Workshop. The workshop emphasized the 

importance of maintaining clear roles between Council and Administration. Council is 
responsible for setting policy and strategic direction, while Administration is responsible for 
day-to-day operations. Council members were reminded to work through the CAO rather 
than directing staff directly to avoid confusion and ensure efficient operations. 

Mar. 17, 2026 Day 2- Spring 2026 RMA Conference 
Keynote Speaker, David Coletta highlighted that Canadians are feeling economically 
cautious, with affordability and healthcare as top concerns. He emphasized that municipal 
leaders should focus on clear communication, practical solutions. 

Premier Danielle Smith reaffirmed Alberta's commitment to rural municipalities, 
highlighting economic growth, investment attraction, and support for key sectors like 
agriculture and energy. She acknowledged ongoing challenges with infrastructure funding 
and rural crime, emphasizing continued provincial collaboration. The message underscored 
strong municipal partnerships and Alberta's advocacy for provincial interests. 

Attended workshop "Beyond the Buzz: AI Applications in Municipal Government" 

This workshop focused on practical and responsible uses of artificial intelligence (AI) in 

municipal government. It emphasized moving beyond trend-driven interest to identify 

realistic applications that support municipal operations, such as administrative efficiency, 

data analysis, and service delivery support. The session highlighted the importance of 

governance, privacy, risk management, and workforce readiness, reinforcing that AI should 

be adopted incrementally and used as a decision-support tool-not a replacement for 

professional judgment. 

At the Resolutions Session 14 resolutions were debated and voted on- 13 passed, 1 failed. 

Mar. 18, 2026 Day 3- Spring 2026 RMA Conference 

"The Future of Nuclear Power in Alberta" Presented by Parliamentary Secretary for 
Affordability and Utilities, Chantelle de Jonge 
Parliamentary Secretary Chantelle de Jonge provided an update on Alberta's nuclear 
position, noting the province is still in the evaluation stage and has not made a final decision 
on nuclear power development. She is currently chairing the Nuclear Energy Engagement 
and Advisory Panel, which is conducting public engagement, municipal consultation, and 
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